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up Turkey, as well as Poland, was not realized, she forced
the Sultan to surrender his control of the north shore of
the Black Sea. To achieve this result, she waged war not
only by land; her fleet was sent around by Gibraltar in
1770 to blockade the Dardanelles and to reach Constanti-
nople from the west—a feat it almost achieved. The enter-
prise failed because of Austria's fears and of Frederick IFs
willingness to turn the occasion to his own account by
diverting Catherine to Poland; and also because of Russia's
decision not to make food contraband. Yet, although
Catherine did not win Constantinople, she broke the Turk-
ish policy of exclusion from the Black Sea and, establishing
Russia along its shores, made a new international situation.
For the Black Sea was no longer a Turkish lake.
The Treaty of Kutchuk-Kainardji, 1774, which marked
this first great milestone in Russia's progress, was, therefore,
more than the signal of the Russian arrival. In ending the
exclusively Turkish regime of the Straits and the Black Sea,
it brought the modern phase of the Eastern question; for
other powers besides Russia were destined soon to profit.5
Moreover it occupies a unique position in Russo-Turkish
relations. For, as has been frequently pointed out, it in-
augurated the whole series or system of treaties by which
Russia was to assert her claims. All previous treaties be-
tween Turkey and Russia were expressly cancelled by it
and all subsequent ones, down to the Crimean War, were
based upon it.6
5	See below, concerning the treaties of 1783, 1784.
6	Holland, The Treaty Relations of Russia and Turkey, p. 2.  "The
other  great   names   of   the   series—Jassy,   Bucharest,   Ackerman   and
Adrianople—one and all have this characteristic in common; the Treaty
of Kutchuk-Kainardji is the text,  upon which  they  are  but  com-
mentaries." See also ibid., p. 35, for tabular comparison of the relation
of these treaties to each other, clause by clause.

